GE Rationale and Assessment Plan
Comparative Studies 2323 Introduction to American Indian Studies
This course is an introduction to American Indian Studies, an interdisciplinary field of study that focuses on the histories, experiences, languages, arts, and cultures of peoples indigenous to the lands that now comprise the United States of America. Through an introduction to American Indian studies, students are exposed to, and work with, Indigenous cultures and ideas within the United States that are a part of the American Experience, and with which they may have previously had only a passing familiarity. The intention of this course is to introduce students to a small but important minority within the United States – Native American Indians. Although American Indians constitute only about 1% of the U.S. population, the histories, stories, and experiences of the first peoples of what is now the United States permeates much of historical and contemporary America. Exposure to the American Indian experience contributes to students’ understandings generally of the diversity of peoples in the United States. 

An introduction to American Indian studies requires a holistic and interdisciplinary approach, and draws together materials from a wide variety of sources. It seeks to broaden students’ understandings of the diversity and complexity of American Indian identities, communities, and nations; to make connections between Native peoples and cultures in the U.S. and Indigenous peoples and cultures across the Americas and around the globe; to provide comparative and intersectional approaches to issues of race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, class, and citizenship; and to encourage linking educational and research initiatives to community and political concerns. 

The kinds of topics addressed in the course are similar to those that are considered in such courses as Comparative Studies 2321, Introduction to Asian American Studies and Comparative Studies 2322, Introduction to Latino Studies, which currently fulfill these same GE requirements. The general goals and the expected learning outcomes of the Cultures and Ideas category are fulfilled through the reading, viewing, and writing assignments that the class requires. More specifically, the course helps students develop a capacity for “evaluat[ing] significant cultural phenomena and ideas in order to develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; and interpretation and evaluation.” It teaches students to “analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression” and “evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.”
Comparative Studies 2323 addresses significant issues that arise within American Indian Studies, for example, how the history of Native/ non-Native  contact of the past influences interactions and relations between members of these groups today; how stereotypes and representations of American Indian peoples have evolved and how Native peoples are resisting categorization by others; how the Native American Indian urban experience, feminist experience, and Queer experience are all unique and diverse. Students will read a range of texts and articles and view several films that speak to these and other issues. Through weekly writing in response journals, presentation of discussion questions, class participation, and a final essay exam, students will develop their critical analytical skills as well as their writing and oral presentation skills, as is expected in a humanities class.

The course begins with several classes that introduce students to key concepts and definitions of the nature of American Indian Studies, the course is divided into units that comprise an overview of the discipline itself:  (1) Origins and Traditions of the First Peoples of what is now the United States; (2) Land, Identity and the Economy of Existence; (3) Contact and non-Native relations; (4) a comparative exploration into the Indigenous experience in Hawai’i; (5)  Tribal Sovereignty and American Indian nations, then  moving towards contemporary issues in American Indian Studies; (6) Education; (7) Language Preservation and Revitalization; (8)  Representations, Stereotypes and Mascots; (9) Academics and Museums; (10) Native Film and Literature; (11) Urban Indian experience; (11) Art and Material culture; (12) Indian Gaming; (13) Indigenous Feminism; (14) Indigenous Queers; (15) Red Power Movement; (16) Newark Earthworks in historical and contemporary contexts; and (17) Contemporary issues in “Indian Country.”  
These units give students a general overview of the contemporary and historic experiences of Native American Indian peoples in the United States, from pre-contact to the present-day. Students are challenged in their assumptions about American Indian peoples and communities, and are exposed to the ways in which American Indians either assimilated into the mainstream or resisted assimilation through rebellion, strategic accommodation, and innovation. Students also learn about the great diversity of Native Americans in what is now the United States as evidenced in politics, language, religion, world view, lifeways, literature and expressive arts, and material culture. Students also gain a firm understanding of the legal status of American Indians, past and present, as well as such social-political movements as revitalization movements, the Red Power movement, and the sovereignty and self-determination movement. Students will complete the course with an understanding of the fundamental concepts, ideas and information necessary to commence or complement their continuation of the American Indian Studies minor, if they so choose, as well as the skills gained generally from an Arts and Sciences course at the Ohio State University. 
A. 
Comparative Studies 2323 meets the goals and learning objectives of the Arts and Sciences General Education Curriculum for Semester Courses in Comparative Studies - Cultures and Ideas category in the following ways:


General goals of the GE Cultures and Ideas requirements:
Students evaluate significant cultural phenomena and ideas in order to develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; and interpretation and evaluation.
· Aesthetic and historical response and judgment:  Students consider the historical development and contemporary definitions and conceptions of the histories, experiences, languages, arts, and cultures of Native American Indians .

· Interpretation and evaluation:  Students learn about humanistic approaches to the study of the histories, experiences, languages, arts, and cultures of the first peoples of what is now the United States. 
· 
· 

· 
· 
· 

Expected Learning Outcomes for Cultures and Ideas:

· Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression.

· .  Students analyze written and visual texts related to the histories, experiences, languages, arts, and cultures of Native American Indians and the ways in which those representations affect the development of values and influence policy decisions. 
· Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.
· Students analyze the use of various ideas, norms and perceptions of a diversity of Indigenous peoples of North America in a multitude of distinct cultural and historical contexts. 
B.
Comparative Studies 2323 meets the goals and learning objectives of the Arts and Sciences General Education Curriculum for Semester Courses in Comparative Studies - Social Diversity in the United States category in the following ways:

General goals of the GE Arts and Humanities - Social Diversity in the United States 
requirements:
· Understanding the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States in order to become educated, productive, and principled citizens. Students are exposed to and learn about the myriad of histories, experiences, languages, arts, and cultures of Native North Americans

Expected Learning Outcomes for Social Diversity in the United States:

· Students describe and evaluate the roles of such categories as race, gender and sexuality, disability, class, ethnicity, and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States. An introduction to the histories, experiences, languages, arts and cultures of Native American peoples necessarily engages in issues of race, gender, disability, class, ethnicity, and religion in exploring the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.
· Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others. Exposure to the American Indian experience contributes to students’ understandings generally of the diversity of peoples in the United States, as well as, exposure to attitudes and values different from their own and fosters tolerance and appreciation of the equality of all Americans. 
Assessment plan for the course:
GE Cultures and Ideas and GE Social Diversity in the United States Assessment Plan

a) Specific Methods used to demonstrate student achievement of the GE expected learning outcomes 

	GE Expected Learning Outcomes for Cultures and Ideas GE
	Direct Methods (assess student performance related to the expected learning outcomes. Examples of direct assessments are: pre/post test; course-embedded questions; standardized exams; portfolio evaluation; videotape/audiotape of performance)
	Indirect Methods (assess opinions or thoughts about student knowledge, skills, attitudes, learning experiences, and perceptions. Examples of indirect measures are: student surveys about instruction; focus groups; student self-evaluations)



	1. Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression.


	Embedded questions on exam1      


Analysis of semester-long discussion and journal2
	Opinion survey 3

	2. Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.
	Embedded questions on exam 


Analysis of  semester-long discussion and journal
	Opinion survey


	GE Expected Learning Outcomes for Social Diversity in United States
	Direct Methods (assess student performance related to the expected learning outcomes. Examples of direct assessments are: pre/post test; course-embedded questions; standardized exams; portfolio evaluation; videotape/audiotape of performance)
	Indirect Methods (assess opinions or thoughts about student knowledge, skills, attitudes, learning experiences, and perceptions. Examples of indirect measures are: student surveys about instruction; focus groups; student self-evaluations)



	1. Students describe and evaluate the roles of such categories as race, gender and sexuality, disability, class, ethnicity, and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.
	Embedded questions on exam 


Analysis of  semester-long discussion and journal

	Opinion survey



	2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.
	Embedded questions on exam 


Analysis of  semester-long discussion and journal
	Opinion survey



1 On the final, questions will be written specifically to assess student achievement of each GE expected learning outcome. The scores on these questions will be included in the totals for the exam but will also be analyzed separately so that the data can be used in revising the course and for GE assessment reporting purposes.   

2Throughout the semester, each student has the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of GE expected learning outcomes by participating in classroom discussions as well as writing a reading response journal.   Elements that reprise the GE expected learning outcomes have been written into the assessments for each of these graded elements. 

3 At the end of the semester, each student will be asked to fill out an evaluation of the course, the professor’s guidance toward expected outcomes, and their performance regarding these outcomes. 

b) Explanation of level of student achievement expected:  

For the exam, success means that 75% or more of students will answer questions clearly reflecting their abilities in at least 75% of the GE ELO categories.  For discussions and journals, success will mean that at least 75% of the students will reflect undergraduate-level mastery of 75% of the GE ELO categories for the two GE expected learning outcomes.  

c) Description of follow-up/feedback processes:   
At the end of the course, we will use an analysis of the exam outcomes and the discussion and journal outcomes to identify problem spots and how we might change the course and the presentation of materials to insure better fulfillment of the two GE Cultures and Ideas expected learning outcomes.  We will also analyze the self-evaluation questions carefully to judge how students evaluated their own progress and to determine whether student perception meshed with performance.  If there is a conflict, we will adjust the presentation and assessment of material as warranted.  We will archive these end-of-semester analyses in the instructor’s office so that we can gauge whether any changes made were effective.  These evaluations will be discussed with the curriculum committee when required. We will also use these data to write a GE report when the ASCC Assessment Panel asks for a report. 

